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DESCRIPTION SHEET 

 

COURSE DETAILS 

CODE 
573354 

NAME 
The Political Governance of Globalization 

NATURE 
Core course (Compulsory) 

TERM 
First term 

LANGUAGE 
English (one single session in Spanish) 

ECTS CREDITS 
3.0 

 

SUPERVISOR 

Prof. Jordi Quero, Lecturer of International Relations at CEI International Affairs. 

 

AIMS AND SCOPE 

Contemporary globalization has transformed the international society at a pace, with 

an intensity and a scope without historical precedent. International relations have 

ceased to be a sphere of inter-state relations to become a political space whose 

activities and challenges have acquired a global dimension, both in their material nature 

and in their geographic extension. The needs and forms of governance in this new 

emerging political space have given rise to global governance. The study of its actors, 

institutions, functions and implications is the objective of the course, which is structured in 

three parts.  

The first part presents a conceptualization of globalization, analyzes the theoretical 

perspectives on global governance and focuses on the study of the transformation of 

the nature and capacities of the most important global actors in the management of 

the global public interest. The second part of the course is devoted to the main 

normative and institutional transformations of global governance. It assesses 

multilateralism and the broader role of international institutions. It analyzes in parallel the 

transformations experienced during the last decades by some of the most relevant ones, 

such as the United Nations or Bretton Woods. The third part of the course discusses some 
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of the contemporary challenges that global governance must face in four major 

material areas: poverty and global economic inequalities; new wars and arms 

proliferation; environmental degradation; and authoritarianism, extremism and human 

rights violations. 

 

CORE COMPETENCIES AND SKILLS 

GENERAL 

 Mastering the specialized language in oral and written form. 

 Critical and self-critical reasoning. 

 Critical reasoning and commitment to the plurality and diversity of reality in 

society. 

 Applying the knowledge acquired and their problem-solving skills in new or 

unfamiliar environments within (broader) or multidisciplinary contexts related to 

their area of study. 

 Assimilating knowledge and facing the complexity of making judgements 

based on information that, being incomplete or limited, includes reflections on 

the social and ethical responsibilities linked to the application of their 

knowledge and judgement. 

SPECIFIC 

 Recognizing and evaluating the particularly complex problems underlying 

different forms of international political organization and formulating original 

responses at an advanced level. 

 Interpreting the interests in tension, strengths and weaknesses, underlying 

different given international scenarios, identifying the political, economic and 

legal elements involved, where appropriate. 

 Formulating, exposing and debating solutions to specific problems in 

international and multicultural environments, with original and advanced level 

arguments, both orally and in writing. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 Knowing and interpreting the realities that make up contemporary political 

globalization in its political, economic, socio-cultural and environmental 

dimensions. 

 Knowing and interpreting the institutions of global governance and the roles 

played by public and private actors and authorities. 

 Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of global governance in terms of its 

effectiveness in managing global public affairs. 

 Fully understanding the strengths and weaknesses of global governance in terms 

of legitimacy for the management of global public affairs. 
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 Demonstrating the ability to contribute in a practical way to the improvement of 

the normative and institutional mechanisms that shape global governance. 

 

SCHEDULE 

BLOCK I. THEORY AND PRACTICE OF GLOBAL GOVERNANCE 

WEEK 1: Global governance before contemporary globalization? 

Introductory notions to global governance and global order.  

The importance of the nation-State and the Westphalian order.  

The post-Second World War international liberal order: basic norms and institutions.  

The post-1945 liberal order faces contemporary globalization: the 1960s and 1970s.  

Shifting patterns in the global order after the end of the Cold War. 

WEEK 2: Globalization and the need for global governance. 

Globalization and structural changes in contemporary world politics.  

The transformation of the State and the emergence of a global public domain.  

Concept and patterns of global governance.  

Competence and legitimacy in global governance. 

WEEK 3: Actors and agents in global governance.  

The notion of international actor and its evolution: Globalization as a redefining vector 

for actorness.  

The State as a starting point and its ongoing changes.  

The notion of “global governors” as result.  

Agency, capacity and authority in global politics. 

 

BLOCK II. NORMATIVE AND INSTITUTIONAL TRANSFORMATIONS IN GLOBAL GOVERNANCE 

WEEK 4: The transformation of international institutions: multilateralism and 

multistakeholderism. 

The logics behind international institutions: liberal institutionalism.  

The evolution from multilateralism to multistakeholderism: What is happening/ what is 

failing?.  

Transnational public governance and multistakeholderism.  

WEEK 5: The transformation of international economic institutions. 

The world economic and financial governance architecture: the Bretton Woods’ system 

as basic framework.  
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The evolution of global governance since 1945: The World Bank Group & the 

International Monetary Fund.  

Critical voices in the 1990s.  

New trends & changes in global markets and its governance. 

WEEK 6: The transformation of the United Nations.  

The evolution of the United Nations during the Cold War.  

Transformations after the end of the Cold War.  

Multiple crisis and reform proposals.  

The evolving nature of UN’s mechanisms to global maintain peace and security. 

WEEK 7: Norms and institutions in global governance. 

Theorizing about international norms and international regimes.  

The dimensions of legalization of global institutions.  

New legal techniques by sources of regulation and control mechanisms.  

Assessing and comparing international regimes.  

WEEK 8: Case study (seminar): Governing the Internet. 

 

BLOCK III. CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES TO GLOBAL GOVERNANCE 

WEEK 9 (sesión excepcional en castellano): Retos socioeconómicos de la gobernanza 

global. 

Más allá de la fractura Norte-Sur: la fragmentación de la periferia y la polarización 

socioeconómica global.  

La pobreza en el mundo y las desigualdades socioeconómicas globales.  

Estrategias internacionales para la reducción de la pobreza y la desigualdad. 

Los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible y la Agenda 2030. 

WEEK 10: Military challenges of global governance. 

Privatization trends in the military and security field and its impact over global 

governance. 

“New” transnational terrorism.  

The challenge of non-regular weapons proliferation?  

Regular weapons proliferation.  

Failed states as security challenges? 

WEEK 11: Environmental challenges of global governance. 

Contemporary environmental challenges affecting the international community and 

their main features.  

Evolution of the global governance mechanism for fighting against climate change.  
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Confronting the state-of-the-art of the political and social discussions.  

Post-Paris: Main challenges and new forms of global civil society in action. 

WEEK 12: Political challenges of global governance.  

Globalization and the universalization of Human Rights.  

Lack of basic freedoms and rights as a global challenge.  

The universalization of democracy?  

Cotemporary ideological challenges to the international community. 

 

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED 

 

RELATION TO OTHER MASTER’S COURSES 

No enrollment restrictions. This course is part of the Master’s module “International 

Politics and Economics”, together with “The Economic Governance of Globalization”. 

 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

Those students from alternative undergraduate studies than those specified in the 

foundational report of the Master’s must have been enrolled in the following “Pre-

Program Training Courses”:  

- Introduction to International Law and International Organizations (2 ECTS) 

- Introduction to International Relations and International Politics (2 ECTS) 

- Introduction to Global Economy and Trade (2 ETCS) 

 

TEACHING METHODS 

This course consists of one in-person class session per week of two hours. 

This course is mainly structured through in-class activities organized around theoretical 

sessions and a seminar. The theoretical sessions are taught through the teacher's 

explanation of the thematical schedule above, offering as well methodological 

guidelines for the independent development of the contents by the students.  
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The seminar session will serve to deepen specific aspects of the topics covered 

through discussion and resolution of issues raised by the texts indicated in the program. 

Students must get prepared prior to each session following the precise instructions that 

will be provided to them. 

Note: Both the methodology of the course and the evaluation may be modified as a 

consequence of circumstances that may arise in the context of the management of the Covid-

19 pandemic. 

 

GRADING 

This course includes the options of single and continuous evaluation. Students may 

choose the option they wish within the deadlines established by CEI's own regulations 

by filling out a form available at the secretary's office of the affiliated center. The 

minimum compulsory attendance for the two evaluations is 80% of the sessions.  

In the case of continuous evaluation, the evaluation will combine continuous 

evaluation mechanisms and a final exam. The grades obtained in these two concepts 

will constitute the final grade. The continuous evaluation will be based on activities 

and tests carried out throughout the course, following the indications of the professors 

of the subject. The grades obtained in this concept of continuous evaluation will 

constitute 50% of the final grade. The grade obtained in the final exam will constitute 

the other 50% of the final grade. 

 

 

WORKLOAD 

 

EXPECTED HOURS COMMITTED 

TOTAL 75 

THEORETICAL CLASSES AND SEMINARS 25 

SUPERVISED PERFORMANCE 25 

INDEPENDENT PERFORMANCE 25 
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